
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                       MAY 1, 2016 
  
SIXTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 457 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I approach my life from the point of view that I 
can overcome anything.  Whatever I internalized from what 
happened to me—disappointment, pain, hurt, rejection, loss, 
abandonment, violence, isolation—they are all things I believe 
I can surmount.  I will not, and do not, consider that I can be 
damaged to such an extent that I will be permanently 
impacted and my life irrevocably altered.  I believe I am this 
way because I do not have the confidence or assurance, the 
inner knowing, that I would survive if I actually experienced 
some of what has happened to me.  Intellectually, I think I 
would survive, but emotionally I do not trust that I would.  
There is no compassion, empathy or sympathy that operates in 
me.  Instead, there is irritation at the inconvenience of my 
being wounded.  As a result, I do not do “broken;” I only do 
“repair in progress.”  The irony in this is that my insistence on 
not being wounded makes it so that my wounds never heal; 
they scab over, and then break open at a later time. 
 

 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 5:1-9 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 313 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 539 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY   1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for May 8, 2016 
Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97; 

Revelations 22:12 14, 16-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26. 
 
FYI 
 We received $532.00 for the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  
Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode.                      [H] 707-585-8350 
Pastor: Jim Robie              [C] 707-291-8489 

…The Christian Easter… 
Easter is one component in a large and 
complex expansion of our personal life 
which God engineers and orchestrates 
within each of us throughout the course 
of our life, the purpose of which is to 
increase our capacity to live the life that 
is ours with greater congruence and 
consciousness.  Easter is not the focus; 
the focus is this expansion of our 
personal life.  The experience of Easter 
involves 1) our mentally comprehending 
that this expansion which God engineers 
and orchestrates is irrepressible, that it 
surges back from anything we do to 
inhibit, impede and defeat it, and then 2) 
our emotionally resting in the truth that 
this expansion endures and does not 
yield to anything.  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


FIFTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER – John 5:1-9 
 We will begin by internalizing this text. As we have before, we 
will use Jerusalem as a symbol for the center of our life. Speaking 
poetically and metaphorically, there is a place in our center where 
the simple and ordinary aspects of our personality [sheep] come 
and go [Sheep Gate]. At this place there is a “pool” called “Beth-
zatha” [Greek: House of Kindness]. Using a body of water as a 
symbol for the unconscious, this pool is a “house of kindness” 
where the content of our unconscious is particularly available. At 
“certain seasons” [i.e., when the time is right] “angels” 
[messengers] “stir” [agitate] the surface of the unconscious making 
its content more available. That is, insights [messages] enter our 
awareness and agitate us, stirring up the familiar world in which we 
habitually and unconsciously live, making it possible for us to 
understand ourselves more adequately and have a more expanded 
life. 

There are aspects of our personality that are “invalids” [the 
Greek word is “feeble”]. Feeble is a strong indication of 
incapacitation: it suggests “pathetic or grievous physical or mental 
weakness or hopeless inadequacy.” To be feeble is to lack strength, 
vigor, force, or effectiveness; to be unable to be assertive on behalf 
of one’s own life. These enfeebled parts of us “lay” [Greek: wait] at 
this “house of kindness” where the content of our unconscious is 
particularly available, and I suggest the hope we have is that if we 
can be immersed in what is stirred up from our unconscious the 
feeble aspects of us will be made “well” [healthy]. There are 
aspects of our life which have been “waiting” for this to occur for a 
long time, maybe most of our life. 

Christ approaches and asks: “Do you want to be made well?” 
The Greek is more elaborate and would sound like: “Is there a 
subjective impulse toward becoming healthy that could give us 
some direction and cause us to actively prefer being healthy?” The 
English translation of this makes it sound as though Christ is saying 
we can choose to be well, and then asks if we are willing to do so. 
The Greek is different—it suggests that there may or may not be 
something within us that would move us toward health, something 
called a “subjective impulse” [this idea comes from definitions in 

Strong’s Concordance]. I imagine this “subjective impulse” is 
something we would have inherited in the form of approval and 
encouragement which communicated to us that we are valuable 
and worthy of health. If this “subjective impulse” is within us, then 
it is something on which we can draw when engaging what is feeble 
in our life. If this “subjective impulse” is not within us, then there 
needs to be a different way of approaching what is feeble in our life. 
Christ is asking whether or not this “subjective impulse” is present. 

The response given to Christ’s question reveals that this 
“subjective impulse” is not present. The response in essence is: 
there is no one to immerse me, and it expresses the passivity by 
which this aspect of our life is made feeble and remains so. With 
regard to some areas of our life we are not able to be immersed in 
any material that enters our awareness and could make us 
well/healthy.  There could be many reasons why we are unable to 
be immersed, the common ones being fear and pain, either of which 
would be sufficient to make us passive in an area of our life and 
unable to be assertive on our own behalf. In the text this passivity 
or inability to be assertive is expressed simply as: “there is no one 
to immerse me.” 

Christ’s response in the text is: “Stand up, take your mat and 
walk.” The Greek has a different feel from the English in that the 
word translated as “stand up” is the verb “to waken, i.e. rouse from 
sleep,” and the word “take” is the word “lift up.” To expand what 
Christ says: “Wake up to the reality of what is happening in you. Lift 
up [in the sense of look at or pay attention to] the passivity upon 
which you wait/lay [the passivity would be our mat], and walk about 
in your life and look at this passivity from different perspectives.” 
Our culture assumes that we have the capacity to make the choice 
to be well, and that, if we are feeble, being feeble is the choice we 
made. Instead, Christ would be saying something like: “When the 
subjective impulse that we are valuable and worthy of health is 
missing, it is not possible to simply make a choice to be well; the 
foundation which would make that choice possible is missing, and it 
is that absence that needs to be taken seriously by being 
understood compassionately and sympathetically.” 



It may be true that the aspects of our life that are feeble would 
be less so as we are able to understand better whatever in our 
unconscious makes them feeble. Sometimes, looking for this 
information, we overlook what is also true, i.e., that we are not able 
to see what makes us feeble, and we do not have a choice about 
that. Our perceiving that “we cannot see and do not have a choice 
about that” is having an angel stir the surface of the water. That 
perception shifts our focus from trying to see something we cannot 
see, to looking at not being able to see and the reasons why. Rather 
than focusing on how to be assertive in some area of our life, the 
focus comes to be on the absence of value and worth that makes 
us passive in that area of life. This absence is something we can 
approach compassionately, and begin to feel sympathy for, and 
this we can do “directly” [which is the word in Greek that is 
translated as “at once”]. 

 [Jim Robie, 4-29-16, Lectionary Cycle C, John 5:1-9] 
 


